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CMAA’s Most Successful Webinar of 2007 

Reflects Surging Interest in BIM 

 

 Reflecting the industry’s growing interest in Building Information Modeling, an 

estimated 200 listeners at 31 sites tuned in to the Construction Management Association 

of America’s most successful interactive web seminar of the year to hear an hour-long 

presentation on BIM.  

 

 The webinar was part of the CMs TalkLive! program that gives Construction 

Managers a chance to present industry topics to other professionals in the construction 

industry.  

 

 Hosts Judith Kunoff, chief architect at New York City Transit Authority and Mera 

Faddoul, national technology manager at Jacobs, gave an overview on who is using BIM 

and why. The two explained the basics of BIM, with Kunoff in her New York office and 

Faddoul in Indianapolis.  

 

 CMAA’s Vice President of Professional Development George Gehringer, Ph.D, 

attributes the webinar’s success to the increased interest in BIM. In the Eighth Annual 

CMAA/FMI Survey of Owners, more than a third of respondents say they have used 

BIM, indicating an increase in usage of 11 percent for 2006 and nearly doubling the 6 

percent rate of 2005 and quadrupling the 3 percent rate from 2003.  

 

 “It fascinates people because it’s a new technology,” Gehringer said. “We’ve 

gone from using blueprints and model miniatures, to virtual walls and goggles that allow 

you to walk into a room and actual see it. It’s a big and exciting jump for the industry.” 

 

 While not all BIM applications use virtual walls and goggles, visualization is just 

one of the many advantages the new technology offers. As a 3-D model, clients can see 

what the designers, engineers, architectures are all envisioning. This gives the client a 

chance to say “No, that’s not what I want,” before any actual building has even started. 

BIM also saves time and money by alerting Construction Managers to clashes within the 

design, which would not be evident in a 2-D program like CAD.  
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 Kunoff and Faddoul referenced the BIM “White Paper” available on CMAA’s 

website as an excellent source for a basic introduction to BIM.     

 

 CMs LiveTalk! Webinars offers participants points toward CCM recertification 

and transcripts are provided by request. An unlimited number of viewers in your office or 

team can attend the webinar for the cost of one registered site. Listeners simply dial in 

and use the log in password provided by CMAA. Once they are logged in, they can watch 

the presentation and type in questions for the presenters.  

 

 A list of scheduled webinars is posted under the CMAA University section of the 

CMAA website. 

 

 

 

 CMAA is North America's only organization dedicated exclusively to the 

interests of the professional construction and program management industry. On behalf of 

its twenty-five regional chapters and more than 4,500 public and private firms and 

individuals throughout the nation, CMAA promotes the construction management 

industry and provides professional resources, advocacy, professional development, 

certification, and business opportunities to its members. CMAA's national headquarters is 

located in McLean, Virginia and the Association’s website is www.cmaanet.org. 
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